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Dear Friends of the Museum,

What a year for the Discovery Museum!  

It was a year of celebration, marking the 40th Anniversary of our founding with a free Community Day, a 
month of 1982 pricing ($2.50 per person!), a summer of wonderful cultural performances on our patio, free 
movies and STEM programs on our lawn, and a very special 40th birthday party for our dinosaur mascot, 
Bessie. We also celebrated the start of the 30th year of our Traveling Science Workshops school outreach 
program in September, reminding us all that this work of reaching children in their classrooms was being done 
by our museum long before it was an industry convention. And, we happily celebrated our conversion to 
100% on-site generated solar electricity, a significant milestone in our 5-year plan toward carbon neutrality.

On top of those milestones, 2022 was a year of many important achievements for Discovery Museum. These 
are compiled for you in this report in our “2022 At a Glance.”

How did this across-the-board success happen? It wasn’t the product of one year of hard work, though that 
certainly helped, or one year of pinnacle support from our community. The roots of this big year were planted 
years ago: Parents loved bringing their children here and now bring their grandchildren. Visitors for whom 
we were an anchor in 2020 now make it possible for others to visit for free. The joy and love that our staff 
have shared with visiting families encouraged them to come back again and again. Teachers spreading the 
word about the high impact of our Traveling Science Workshops have inspired others to invite us into their 
classrooms. 

Every bit of today’s Discovery Museum is due to 40 years of dedicated, thoughtful people—both inside and 
outside the organization—giving of themselves to make this place and our work better. So, thank you!

For the second year, in recognition of the many forms of generosity it takes to sustain an organization like the 
Discovery Museum, and the breadth and diversity of our Museum community, every donor—whether they 
contributed financially, donated their time, or provided material donations in 2022—is recognized in an 
alphabetical “2022 Contributors” list. And though not listed here, every person who has contributed to the 
Discovery Museum’s great impact over the last forty years deserves our thanks as well.

Sincerely,

Neil H. Gordon, CEO	            	Harry Hollenberg, President, Board of Directors
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Total Liabilities & Assets

Total Fixed Assets  64%

Total Current Assets  23%

Total Other Assets  13%

Operating Support & Revenue Gifts and Grants $1,052,939

Admissions $811,273 

Educational Programs      $588,795

Memberships $445,246

Gift Shop $95,122 

Miscellaneous $25,983 

Building Rentals $7,107 

Total  $3,026,465

Programs $2,172,138

Fundraising $382,901

Management $185,420

Total  $2,740,459

Total Current Assets $2,729,035

Total Fixed Assets $7,586,760 

Total Other Assets $1,589,025

Total Assets $11,904,820
Total Liabilities  $1,819,286

Total Net Assets $10,085,534

2022 By the Numbers

Multi-year Pledge $400,000

Employee Retention Tax 
Credit

$96,893

Total  $496,893

Other Revenue

Gifts & Grants 35%

Admissions 27%

Educational  Programs 19%

Membership 15%

Gift Shop 3%

 Building Rentals 0%

Misc. 1%

Operating Expenses

Fundraising  14%
Programs  79%

Management  7%



Served a total of 203,010 kids and their families 
and teachers, an 88% increase over 2021.

Launched Bessie’s Closet, a 
free 3-day pop-up clothing 
store created by Museum 
staff. Nearly 1,500 pounds 
of clothing and shoes were 
distributed. 

Created and delivered activity kits 
for incarcerated young fathers at 
MCI-Concord and their families.

28% were served for free or nearly free.

Translated 80+ at-home 
STEM learning activities into 5 
languages, available on our 
website, along with in-Museum 
exhibit guides and school 
program materials and surveys.

Collected more than 685 pounds of food for local pantries—
about twice what was collected last year—and hosted a 
birthday party supply drive and a personal hygiene product 
drive for local nonprofits. 

Hosted 40th anniversary Dinner 
Dialogues, four small fundraising 
dinners with prominent speakers 
who helped us explore and 
discuss the future of childhood.

Launched the Discovery Museum scholarship, 
granting $1,000 scholarships to four impressive 
high school students who cite the positive impact 
of the Museum on their community impact goals. 

Began a Black Women in Science 
public program series.

2022 At a Glance

Partnered with the MA Executive Office of Health 
and Human Services to host 4 days of public 
COVID-19 vaccination clinics, where 233 doses were 
administered.

Donated $19,510 worth of free admission 
passes and memberships to 311 nonprofit 
organizations for their fundraisers, about a 
70% increase over last year.  

1,071 donors supported the Museum’s Annual Fund 
to its highest level ever, with more than $1,015,000 
contributed to our operations.

Kicked off Traveling Science Workshop’s 30th Anniversary recognizing long-
time partner schools, offering special discounts, and running monthly raffles 
with giveaways of STEM Activity Classroom Kits. 



Connected our 326kWh solar array to the grid, producing 100% of our 
electricity on site. We are now selling 50% of the clean energy produced to 
five other nonprofits at a discount.

Discovery Museum Speaker Series’ 10th year 
addressed topics including kids and climate change, 
empathy, resilience, and storytelling. The Series has 
hosted 50 events with nearly 15,000 registrants in its 
10 years.

Hosted 7,370 students and their adults 
for Field Trips, a 19% increase over last 
year; 19% visited for free or nearly free.

Were awarded Best Museum, Parent Friendly Playdate Spot, 
and Indoor Play Space (Winner or Top 5) in 2022 Boston 
Parents Paper Reader’s Choice awards. Were featured on the 
cover of the February 2022 issue of Baystate Parent magazine. 
WCVB’s Chronicle filmed a feature segment on the Museum’s 
40th anniversary.

Served 45,769 students with 
2,354 Traveling Science 
Workshops, a 105% increase 
over last year; 12% of all 
students participated for free.

Launched our Carbon Neutral Visiting Initiative, an 
education campaign and $1 offset fee collection 
program for members. With a 99% participation 
rate, the money raised helped to eliminate 171 tons of 
methane emissions via a capture project.

Sold 24% more memberships 
and increased the number of 
member families to 4,002, 
the 2nd-highest in the 
Museum’s history. Provided 
free Discovery Memberships 
to 514 families. 

2022 At a Glance

79 volunteers donated their 
time and talent to support the 
Museum for a total of 3,012 
volunteer hours.

Were awarded two highly competitive national grants from the Federal 
Institute for Museum and Library Services, in support of our Prison 
Partnership Program with MCI-Concord and development of a new exhibit 
on the subject of Cause & Effect.

Admitted 8,979 visitors for $1 through the 
Card to Culture program for holders of EBT, 
WIC, and ConnectorCare health cards, a 75% 
increase from 2021.



Planned Giving at Discovery Museum

Supporting a Vibrant Future

Discovery Museum has benefited greatly from the extraordinary generosity of many donors and 
advocates throughout its history. When you choose to support the Museum through planned giving, 
you can be confident your charitable contribution is helping to safeguard the organization’s future. 
For Jeff and Janet Glidden a planned gift was the perfect way to acknowledge the positive impact 
the Museum has had on their family over many years.

“Discovery Museum was a great place for our kids to go, to learn, and to 
grow when they were young. Now our grandkids look forward to visiting the 
Museum, and especially Discovery Woods, when they are with us. The goal 
with our planned gift to the Museum is to ensure that these experiences are 
available to other kids and families for many generations to come,” said Jeff. 

We ask, if and when the time is right, that you please consider including Discovery Museum in 
your will or as a life insurance beneficiary. Including the Museum in your estate plan is simple and 
flexible. A member of the Development Staff or Board of Directors would be happy to answer 
any questions you might have about these vital and meaningful gifts. If you have already made a 
bequest intention or other planned gift arrangement to benefit Discovery Museum, we’d love to 
know so that we may thank you. 

For more information, or to alert us about your own plans, please contact Marie Beam, Chief 
Development Officer, at (978) 264-4200 ext. 124 or mbeam@discoveryacton.org.



We acknowledge the many individuals and organizations who supported Discovery Museum in 2022, whether they 
contributed financially, donated their time and expertise, or provided material donations. All of these gestures of 
support, in combination, have made our work possible and our museum strong. Just as we seek to be of service to all, 
we strive to be inclusive and equitable in our gratitude.
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Jenna and Richard Newcombe
Warren and Anna Newton
Newton Cultural Council
Thao Nguyen
Yum fei Ni
Andrea Nichols
Sara Nichols
Gretchen Niemyski
Sarah Noble
Cristina Nolan
Amy Nordblom
Norman Rockwell Museum
Carole Normandin
Kyra Norsigian
Northbridge Cultural Council
Peter Norton
Novartis Institutes for BioMedical Research
Inga Nuccio
J Kevin Nugent and Una McGeough-
   Nugent
Nypro, Inc.
Virginia and Michael O’Neill
Hanningtone Obiero
Kristin O’Connor
Padraic and Lauren O’Connor
Eileen O’Donnell
Jennifer O’Donnell
Julianna Ogden
Ogunquit Playhouse
John Oh
Old Colony History Museum
Old Sturbridge Village
Lisa Oldham
Rimma Oleinik
Nicole Oliva
O’Neil Cinemas
Shelby O’Neill
David Oran and Silvia Arrom
Hamilton O’Rourke
Lynne Osborn
Pam Osborn
Diann Oster
Bruce and Lee Osterling
Karla Otero
Edward Ouellet
Oza-Raman Family
Marcia Paasewe
Almudena Pacheco-Garcia
Paddle Boston - Charles River Canoe & 
   Kayak
Vahila Pamidimukkala
Jonathan and Jessie Panek
Adrea Papadopoulos
Shauna Paquet
The Parents Estate Planning Law Firm
Jaclyn Parks
Theresa Parsons
Pats Peak
Immaculate Paul

Peabody Cultural Council
Peabody Essex Museum
Sarah Peace
Peacock Market and Meals
Courtney Pearson-Brown
Pedal Power Bike & Ski
Pegasystems Inc.
Jerry Pellegrino
Samara Pena
Pepperell Cultural Council
Yolanda Perea
Santiago Perez
Melanie Perla
Sophie Perlman
Kathleen Perriello
Personal Training International
Meghan Phillips
Michael Phillips
Picaboo
Erica Picardi
Jennifer Piccola
Pilgrim Monument and Provincetown 
   Museum
Natalie Pinney
PiNZ
Kelly Pizzuto
Carolyn and Andy Platt
Robert Pollock
Greg Porter
Larry and Valerie Post
Powder Mill Animal Hospital
Lynn Powers
Nancy Price
Andrew Protasowicki
Taryn Proulx
Sahana and Srini Purohit
Janet Quigley
Paige Quinn
Wallis Wickham Raemer and Daniel Raemer
Emiko Rafique
Sudheera Rajapakse
Margaret Ramsey and John McCluskey
Anthony Rao
Rapscallion Table & Tap
Erika Ravish
Barbara Raxter
Elyse and Steven Rayney
Raytheon Technologies
Red Hat, Inc.
Amber Redmond
Zach Regan
Pam and Jacob Reichert
Reliant Medical Group
Dawn and Jon Rennert
Mitch Resnick
Resonant Energy
Pam and Griff Resor
Norbert Reuder
Revolution Community Yoga

2022 Contributors 



Dee Rich
Frederick and Bonnie Rich
Jessica and Timothy Richardson
Stephen and Diane Richter
Barbara Ricker
Julia Rigo
Edith and Jeremy Ristau
Molly Ristuccia
Katherine Rivera
Maria Rivera
Erin Rivetti
Anne Roberts
Corey Roberts
Cynthia Robinson and Warren Leon
Julia Robinson
Gianna Roche
Roche Bros., Inc.
Emily Rochon
Roger Willliams Park Zoo
Jennifer Rogers
Kelly Rogers
Napaporn Rojanaprateep
Bill Roller
Mildred Romero
Ropes & Gray LLP
Joyce Rosenfeld
Nicole Rosengren
Anna Rosofsky
Kirsten Ross
Michele Rousseau
Wendy E Rowe
Zephyr Roy
Adelard A. and Valeda Lea Roy Foundation
Tere Ruda
Aleksandra Rudnitskaya
Marcia Ruggles
Paul Ruijgt
Caitlyn Russell
Jennifer and Samantha Russo
Bill and Christine Ryan
The Saab Family Foundation
Michael Sachs
Nilima Salunke
Ellen Samiagio
Marina Sampson
Robyn Sampson
Tracy Sandberg
Alia Sanders
Sanofi Genzyme
Sudha Sarma
Clay Satow
Shaleen Saxena
Wendy Schaad and Michael Ewing
Marissa Schecker
Rebecca and Mark Scheier
Caroline Scherer
Nathaniel Schildbach
Schrafft Charitable Trust
Lynda Schroeder

Laura Schulz
Miriam Schwartz
Rachel Schwartz
Nicole Scola
Seacoast Repertory Theatre
Sechrest & Bloom, LLC
Kateryna Serdiuk
Karan Shah
Amir Shaikh
Adithya Sharma
Sharper Edge Skating School
Jeffrey and Helen Shaw
Shaw’s
Steven Shea
Liane Sheehy
Barbra Sher and Ed Pastor
Craig Sherman
Nawang P. Sherpa
J. V. Sheth Foundation
Sheth Sangreal Foundation
Sushant Shetty
Xiaomeng Shi
James Shields and Gayle Merling
Linda Shine
Shirley Cultural Council
Gabe Sholder
Adam Shonkoff
Shrewsbury Cultural Council
Carrol Shulman
Joseph Sicree
Amina Siddiqui
Signs and Snippets
The Silver Unicorn Bookstore
Julian Simo
Leora Simon
Sarah Sirois
Matthew and Susan Skelly
Samantha Skinner
Victoria Slack
Alex Slive
Smack Noodle
Amanda Smith
Eileen Smith
Holly Smith
Samantha Smith
Smudge Ink
Kimberly and Scott Snapper
Candice Snyder
Yoko Sobuta
Ludmila Sokolova
Al and Molly Solomon
Sandra Sonsini
Sorrento’s Brick Oven Pizzeria
Southborough Cultural Arts Council
Southwick’s Zoo
Daniel and Kathryn Sparta
Christine Spelman
Jason Spencer
The Sports Museum

Elinor Springer
Rajini Srikanth
Krishna Srikar Kuchibholta
Lisa and David St. Amand
Micah St. George
Lisa St. John
Stadium Theatre Performing Arts Centre
Carolyn Stafford Stein and Eric Stein
Stephanie Stagger
Anne Stanek
Jeannine Stanley
Laurie and Robert Stanley
Jacqueline Starr and Jeff Ellsworth
Pamela Steel
Sterling Cultural Council
Sterling Golf Management, Inc.
Robert Stern
Nathaniel and Elizabeth P. Stevens  
   Foundation
Jessica Stevenson
Patricia Stevenson
Femi Stoltz
Amy Stone
Stop & Shop
Storyland
Kathleen Stravinskas
Strawberry Banke Museum
Linda Strong
Stuart Beeby Photography
Lees and Stephen Stuntz
Sudbury Cultural Council
Sudbury Foundation
Nadya and John Suiter
Kevin Sullivan and Wendy Postlethwaite
Eileen Sullivan
Lynn Sullivan
Michelle Sullivan
Zach Sullivan
Rachel and Joshua Summers
Eric Sun
Ryan Sun
Sruthi Sundaram
Sarah Sushchyk
Patricia Sutherland and Kevin Connolly
Sutherland Realty Group/Keller Williams 
   Realty Boston Northwest
Sarah Sutton
Swan Boats of Boston
Aynsley Szczesniak
Colleen Szymcik
Karen and Matt Tadry
Amanda Taft-Pearman
Takeda Pharmaceuticals USA, Inc.
Kareem Talhouni and Maura Clarke
David Tamang
Janet Tang
Tavern in the Square
Kate and Ben Taylor
Moise Telson
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Templeton Cultural Council
Sophia and David Terry
Tewksbury Cultural Council
Vihangi Thakore
Sadhana Thambirajah 
Susan Thibeault
Ann Thompson
Ashley Thompson
Robrecht Thoonen
Lorraine Thorne
Richard Thornton
Scott Throner
Kevin and Marlene Thurston
Joyce Tibbetts
Tiny Tags
Sunaina Tipirneni
Vertika and Vishwas Tiwari
TJX Foundation
Anna Kate Tobin
Kebba Tolbert
Topsfield Fair
Martha Torrence
Christa Torres
Total Wine & More
Susan Toth
Jessica Towl
Townsend Cultural Council
Trader Joe’s
Helen Tramposch and Brad Carver
TransAction Corporate Shuttles, Inc.
Nancy Traversy and Martin Lueck
Ben Travis
Emma Travouillon
Tree Top Adventures
Susan Tribe
Julia Trueblood
Chris Tsai
Jennifer and Gilbert Tsang
Elias Tsionas
Nicola Tsongas
Susan Tu
Kevin Turner
Charlene Twente
Diana and Fred Uehlein
University of Massachusetts - Lowell
Leonardo and Rebecca Urbano
Henry Utter
Nicole Valente
Cait Van Damm
Savady Vann
Janice Vatland and Chad Kroll
Jaclyn Vazquez
Juan Vega
Trudi Veldman and Robert Kamen
Ekaterina Velikokhatnaya
Joann Velozo
Verrill Farm
Vertex Pharmaceuticals
Annastasia Vescovi

Village Pediatric Dental
Paul and Beth Villani
Chandrika Vittal
Marcy Vogel
Michael Volkert
Wachusett Mountain Ski Area
Emily V. Wade
Joan Wadsworth
Sophie Wadsworth and Bruce Morgan
Barbara and Stephen Wagner
Diana Wainrib
Wakefield Arts Council
Natalie Walsh
Michael Walters
Waltham Cultural Council
Erin Waltz
Miu-Yu Wan
Li-Ching Wang
Bettina Warburg-Johnson
Charles Washburn
Kalin Wasiluk
Water Wizz
Christine and Seth Waterman
Karen Watkins
Kim Watts
Wayland Cultural Council
Derek Wayman
Kayla Webber
WECO Hospitality
Jia Wei
The Weisman Family
Deborah Jackson Weiss and Scott T. 
   Weiss
John Welch
The Wellinghoff Family
Madelyn Wenham
West Side Creamery
Westford Cultural Council
Westminster Cultural Council
Weston Cultural Council
Nicole Wetmore
Atina White
Emily B. White
Robin Wiinikka
Leslie Wilcott-Henrie
Jessica and Robert Wildfong
Mary and Joe Will
Beth Anne Willett
Casey Williams
William and Sally Williams
Wilmington Cultural Council
Angela and Douglas Wilson
Steven and Laurie Wishner
Tom Witkin and Michèle MacDonald
Leah Wofsy
Terrence Wolfe
Rick Wolfgram
Edward Woo
Worcester Red Sox Baseball Club

Adam Wright
Samantha Wright
Sarah Wright
Peter and Nancy Wurman
XtremeCraze
Katelyn Yang
Liyu Yang
Vivian Yang
Kadie Yannone
Harsha Kumar Yashaswini
Yawkey Foundation
Sokchinda Yen
York’s Wild Kingdom
Kitzie and Thomas Zeidan
Elizabeth Zephir
Lu Zhang
Fang Zhao
Talia Zhao
Jie Zhong
Ming Zhong
Umair Zia and Rafia Rehman
Elisabeth Zimmer
Mary Zoll
Hongmei Zong

2022 Contributors 

This list includes contributions made between 
January 1 and December 31, 2022, and 
is complete and accurate to the best of our 
knowledge. To notify us of an error, please 
email support@discoveryacton.org.



2022 Leadership Corporate Partners

Thank you to these organizations for their investment and 
engagement, which helped advance our work in 2022. 



2022 Gifts

AbbVie
Apple, Inc.
Biogen Idec

Dell Technologies
Eversource Energy

Liberty Mutual/Give with Liberty
Vertex Pharmaceuticals

VMWare

Matching Gifts

Tribute Gifts

In Honor of Paula and Peter Bentinck-Smith
	 Stephen and Laurie Wishner

In Memory of Mark Bramhall
	 Anonymous

In Honor of the Discovery Museum staff and volunteers
	 Bob and Deena Ferrara

In Memory of Dodie Eisenhauer
	 Robert Eisenhauer

In Memory of David Gilberti
	 Denise and Denis LeBlanc

In Honor of Evie and Jesse Gordon
	 Neil and Ann Gordon

In Honor of Jill Jacques
	 Robert Eisenhauer

In Memory of Ginny Jarowicz
	 Liz Cooper

In Honor of Karen Kerns
	 Susan and William Duncan	

In Memory of Don MacKenzie
	 Patricia MacKenzie

In Honor of Evelyn Miller
	 Matthew Miller

In Honor of Amelia and Joey Russo
	 Jennifer Russo and Samantha Barrow

In Honor of Lees and Stephen Stuntz
	 Warren and Anna Newton

In Memory of Jay Newton Teixeira
	 Katelee Barrett Mueller
	 Joyce Rosenfeld
	 Pamela Steel

In Honor of Dewi Win
	 Acton-Boxborough PIP STEM



2022 Speaker Series

Visit http://bit.ly/DMSpeakerSeries to learn more about our Speaker Series and find a link 
to available recordings.

Unity in Our Communities: Empowering Kids and Communities to 
Put Human Dignity First

Chris Singleton
Inspirational speaker and children’s book author

The Power of Play: How to Help Children Buffer Stress and 
Become More Resilient

Dr. Michael Yogman
Pediatrician, Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at Harvard Medical School

Stacy Clark, author of Planet Power
Christy Mihaly, author of Water: A Deep Dive of Discovery

Helping Kids Understand Climate Change and How to 
Make a Difference

Marina Umaschi Bers, PhD
Professor, Tufts University, Eliot-Pearson Department of Child Study and Human 
Development

Playgrounds vs. Playpens: Coding, Computational Thinking, and 
Robotics in Early Childhood

Joseph Sarosy and Silke Rose West
Authors of How to Tell Stories to Children

The Art of Storytelling



2022 Staff

Mary Acheson-Field
Explorer

Ram Ariga
Explorer

Marie Beam
Chief Development Officer

Kay Beck
Admissions Representative

Gaynor Bigelbach
Traveling Science Workshops Instructor

Saiesha Bollapragada
Explorer

Alessandra Brolin
Admissions Representative

Robin Burnham
Finance & Human Resources Specialist

Owen Carter
Admissions Representative

Maeve Cassidy
Explorer

Catherine Christensen
Traveling Science Workshops Instructor

Lauren Cooke
Explorer

Mark Cooper
Director of Facilities

Jana Davis
Explorer

Jeffrey Dennis
Facilities Assistant

Kiersten Dittrich
Director of Visitor Services & Operations

Mary-Fran Doiron
Traveling Science Workshops Instructor

Sarah Donovan
Explorer

Elizabeth Dorsey
Grants Manager

Travis Duell
Explorer

Bella Dunning
Admissions Representative

Jeremiah Farrell
Explorer

Paul Fenton
Director of Environmental & Outdoor 
Education

Courtney Flokos
Explorer

Jill Foster
Director of School & Group Programs

Jon Gaudet
da Vinci Workshop Educator

Carol Gerolamo
Explorer

David Gilfix
Traveling Science Workshops Instructor

Kimsoo Gopnik
Explorer

Neil Gordon
Chief Executive Officer

James Grosjean
Explorer

Mac Hill
Assistant Manager of Visitor Services

Lucy Indge
School Programs Marketing Assistant

Emma Jacques
Explorer

Hannah Jacques
Explorer

Jill Jacques
Marketing Manager & Museum Store 
Manager

Mahi Kandage
Explorer

Libby Keller
Field Trip Manager

Karen Kerns
Assistant Director of Development

Eric King
Explorer

Vijay Krishnamurthy
Grounds Staff

Shilpa Kulkarni
Director of Community Partnerships

Amanda LaGoy
Explorer

Elizabeth Leahey
Director of STEAM Education

Leila Leary
Traveling Science Workshops Instructor

Molly MacFadden
Assistant Director of Visitor Services & 
Operations

Sarah Mackie
Membership Manager

Evelyn MacMahon
Explorer

Kara Mahoney Robinson
Scheduling Manager

Nick Malo
Facilities Manager



2022 Staff 
Cheryl Mamalis
Explorer

Rose Marble
Explorer

Katie Marotta
Explorer

Aidan McLaughlin
Explorer

Carmen McLaughlin
Assistant Manager of Visitor Services

Betsy Metters
Explorer

Alisha Morelli-Mulvaney
Explorer

Sarah Morgan
Traveling Science Workshops Instructor

Preeti Mostello
Traveling Science Workshops Instructor

Brindha Muniappan
Senior Director of the Museum 
Experience

Diya Nambiar
Explorer

Carter Nemerson
Explorer

Anne Newey
Explorer

Michael Newey
Explorer

Bethany Nichols
Director of Environmental & Outdoor 
Education

Walker Pasalis
Grounds Staff

Claire Pellegrini
Explorer

Hillary Pember
School Programs Marketing Assistant

Charles Poulin
Explorer

Lynn Protasowicki
Development Associate

Eve Quinn
Explorer

Brandi Ramos
Assistant Manager of Visitor Services

Alyssa Ray
Explorer

Nolan Razban
Explorer

Allison Robinson
Traveling Science Workshops Instructor

Kellie Roche
Programs Educator

Nathaniel Roman
Summer Materials Prep Assistant

Nina Sabettini
Director of Visitor Services & Operations

Ann Sgarzi
Director of Marketing

Maddi Shames
Admissions Representative

Catherine Sherman
Explorer

Barbara Stella
Traveling Science Workshops Instructor 
& TSW Materials Inventory Coordinator

Ann Marie Strong
Director of Finance & Business 
Administration

Robin Sultan
Traveling Science Workshops Instructor

Julie Sutherland-Platt
Explorer

Kathleen Talbot
Traveling Science Workshops Instructor

Sadhana Thambirajah
Explorer

Amy Toporoff
Traveling Science Workshops Materials 
Prep Coordinator

Carly Troccolo
Scheduling Manager

Kathie Watt
Assistant Director of School & Group 
Programs

Carolyn Wirth
Marketing Assistant

Alexandra Wood
Manager of Visitor Services

Jennie Yoo
Field Trip Manager

William Zawada
Explorer

Simona Zilberberg
Explorer

978-264-4200  • 177 Main Street (Route 27) • Acton, MA 01720 •discoveryacton.org

This list includes all staff employed at 
Discovery Museum any time January 1 
through December 31, 2022.



It was with great pride and gratitude that we recognized the 40th anniversary of the Museum’s 
founding with celebrations of pride for the impact the Museum has had on children and families 
and appreciation for the community support that made 40 years of early STEM learning through 
play possible. We honored the Museum’s founding principles—which still guide us to this day—
by presenting special STEM and cultural programs for our visitors, and by saying thank-you with 
a free-admission Community Day, free STEM + Movie nights on our lawn, and a month of 1982 
admission prices. The launch of Discovery Museum Scholarships allowed us to support former 
visitors who are now high school students with big ideas 
for community impact, and we affirmed our expertise 
as a resource by hosting small-group dinners with 
prominent speakers who helped us explore with our 
guests the future of childhood.  Thanks to our community, 
we celebrated, collaborated, listened, and learned, and 
we look forward to all the ways the Discovery Museum 
can make a difference for kids and families over the next 
40 years.

Celebrating 40 Years

The cornerstone of our 5-year Sustainability Plan was put into place last summer when we 
connected the 326kWh solar array that stands as a canopy over our parking lot to the energy 
grid, making Discovery Museum the first children’s museum in the country to produce 100% of its 
electricity on site. By oversizing our array to produce more energy than we need, we are now able 
to sell 50% of the clean energy produced to five other nonprofits at a discount, making us one of the 
state’s largest nonprofit green energy providers. We are now working to share what we’ve learned 
with other museums nationally, to encourage and support 
similar projects across the industry. 

As part of our efforts to both achieve carbon neutrality 
and make our sustainability work visible to our 
community, we launched our Carbon Neutral Visiting 
Initiative. This program adds a $1 opt-out offset fee to 
all memberships sold. With a 99% participation rate, the 
money raised helped to eliminate 171 tons of methane 
emissions via a capture project.

Leading the Way: Solar Powered, Solar Provider

2022 Highlights




